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Text
There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, son of
Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth. 2 And he
had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was not a man
among the people of Israel more handsome than he. From his shoulders upward
he was taller than any of the people.

3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul his son,
“Take one of the young men with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys.” 4

And he passed through the hill country of Ephraim and passed through the land
of Shalishah, but they did not find them. And they passed through the land of
Shaalim, but they were not there. Then they passed through the land of Benjamin,
but did not find them.

5 When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with
him, “Come, let us go back, lest my father cease to care about the donkeys and
become anxious about us.” 6 But he said to him, “Behold, there is a man of God in
this city, and he is a man who is held in honor; all that he says comes true. So
now let us go there. Perhaps he can tell us the way we should go.” 7 Then Saul
said to his servant, “But if we go, what can we bring the man? For the bread in
our sacks is gone, and there is no present to bring to the man of God. What do we
have?” 8 The servant answered Saul again, “Here, I have with me a quarter of a
shekel of silver, and I will give it to the man of God to tell us our way.” 9 (Formerly
in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he said, “Come, let us go to the
seer,” for today’s “prophet” was formerly called a seer.) 10 And Saul said to his
servant, “Well said; come, let us go.” So they went to the city where the man of
God was.

11 As they went up the hill to the city, they met young women coming out to draw
water and said to them, “Is the seer here?” 12 They answered, “He is; behold, he is
just ahead of you. Hurry. He has come just now to the city, because the people
have a sacrifice today on the high place. 13 As soon as you enter the city you will
find him, before he goes up to the high place to eat. For the people will not eat till
he comes, since he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will
eat. Now go up, for you will meet him immediately.” 14 So they went up to the city.
As they were entering the city, they saw Samuel coming out toward them on his
way up to the high place.

15 Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed to Samuel: 16 “Tomorrow
about this time I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall
anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the
hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my people, because their cry has come to
me.” 17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told him, “Here is the man of whom I
spoke to you! He it is who shall restrain my people.” 18 Then Saul approached



Samuel in the gate and said, “Tell me where is the house of the seer?” 19 Samuel
answered Saul, “I am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for today you
shall eat with me, and in the morning I will let you go and will tell you all that is on
your mind. 20 As for your donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not set your
mind on them, for they have been found. And for whom is all that is desirable in
Israel? Is it not for you and for all your father’s house?” 21 Saul answered, “Am I
not a Benjaminite, from the least of the tribes of Israel? And is not my clan the
humblest of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then have you spoken to
me in this way?”

22 Then Samuel took Saul and his young man and brought them into the hall and
gave them a place at the head of those who had been invited, who were about
thirty persons. 23 And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion I gave you, of
which I said to you, ‘Put it aside.’ ” 24 So the cook took up the leg and what was on
it and set them before Saul. And Samuel said, “See, what was kept is set before
you. Eat, because it was kept for you until the hour appointed, that you might eat
with the guests.”

So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 25 And when they came down from the high
place into the city, a bed was spread for Saul on the roof, and he lay down to
sleep. 26 Then at the break of dawn Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Up, that I
may send you on your way.” So Saul arose, and both he and Samuel went out into
the street.

27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell
the servant to pass on before us, and when he has passed on, stop here yourself
for a while, that I may make known to you the word of God.”

Prayer

Introduction
In Star Wars, you have Anakin Skywalker who becomes Darth Vader.

Anakin starts off from very humble beginnings. He’s a slave, but unbeknownst to him,
he is set aside for a historic task.

A Jedi meets young Anakin and senses that Anakin has a strong presence of the force
and that he is the chosen one who will be the Jedi who will restore power to the force.

And at first, Anakin does a lot of good things. He’s a heroic figure. He’s serving
honorably as a Jedi. He saves an entire planet.

He has this priestly figure in Obi Wan Kenobi who trains him in the ways of the Jedi.



But then.

He joins the dark side.

He becomes Darth Vader. He’s evil. He is vengeful. He destroys entire planets. He
nearly wipes out the Jedi. He kills his teacher, Obi Wan Kenobi.

I give those details because the life of Saul follows the same trajectory of that of Darth
Vader.

In our passage today, we’re first introduced to Saul, who is a man of humble beginnings.
Without knowing it, he finds out that he will be the king of Israel. Saul starts out well and
has everything he needs to succeed before turning to sin in later chapters.

And he goes on a downward spiral of destruction and murder.

Darth Vader kills off most of the Jedi. Saul kills off all of the priests but Abiathar.

Both are replaced by greater men. Darth Vader’s son Luke Skywalker restores order to
the force. Saul is replaced by David, the greatest of the Israelite kings.

Darth Vader fights his son, Luke Skywalker. Saul has a son - Jonathan who opposes
Saul and abdicates any opportunity to sit on the throne.

Both Vader and Saul have daughters who oppose the evils of their fathers. Princess
Leia is a Jedi. Saul’s daughter marries King David.

Saul and David are both anointed by Samuel. Darth Vader and Luke Skywalker are both
trained by Obi Wan Kenobi.

Darth Vader dies on a moon called Endor1. Saul dies in battle at a place near Endor!

1  Samuel 28:7
7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek out for me a woman who is a medium, that
I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “Behold, there
is a medium at En-dor.”

He dies in chapter 31 at Gilboa.

I think the Star Wars writers might have had a Bible handy when they were
writing their script!

1 https://medium.com/@conradflynn/what-star-wars-stole-from-the-bible-d47ee60aebe3



Humble origins, early successes, a turn to evil and a downward spiral of muder that
ends in violent death. I think the comparison is helpful as we consider the long story arc
of King Saul in the Book of F\irst Samuel.

We’re continuing in our series: The Rise and Fall of the First King of Israel. Last week,
the Israelites demanded a king.

The Israelites had been warned about the consequences of having a king. They will
have to pay more in taxes, more of their men will have to serve in the army and fight in
wars. The best of their land will have to be given up for service to the king. Women will
have to work in various trades that will serve the kingdom. They will be subjects. In spite
of all of that, the people still say they want a king.

In spite of warnings about how poorly for them it would go, they refused to listen.

Today, we see the origins of Saul in chapter 9. He becomes the King of Israel in the
following chapter.

First scene: Saul’s humble beginnings

Beginning in verse 1:

There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, son of
Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth.

As is often the case in the Bible, especially in the Old Testament, when a new person is
introduced, we see a family line given to introduce the person.

The Benjaminites were one of the 12 tribes of Israel. They were the smallest of the
tribes numerically.

Other noteworthy Benjaminites in the Bible include Esther and the Apostle Paul.

The verse also mentions that the family was wealthy.

Continuing in verse 2:

2 And he had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was not
a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he.

Remind you guys of anyone?



From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.

Ok, next verse.

Physical descriptions of people in the Bible are generally pretty rare and when we see
them, it’s usually for a reason. We don’t even know what Jesus looked like.

But First Samuel mentions that Saul is a tall, handsome man.

I’ll say more about this, Lord willing, next week, but Saul’s appearance matters to the
story. Saul is the only Israelite who’s ever referred to as being tall in the Bible. And the
word handsome is found just a handful of times.

So now that the general introductory things have been told about Saul, the author gets
into the story.

3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul his son,
“Take one of the young men with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys.”

So Saul might come from a wealthy family, but we’re introduced to him having to
engage in a fairly inglorious task of looking for some lost donkeys.

Verses 4-5:

4 And he passed through the hill country of Ephraim and passed through the
land of Shalishah, but they did not find them. And they passed through the land
of Shaalim, but they were not there. Then they passed through the land of
Benjamin, but did not find them. 5 When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said
to his servant who was with him, “Come, let us go back, lest my father cease to
care about the donkeys and become anxious about us.”

Still talking about donkeys.

It seems that the author is trying to show us the simple life that Saul was living. He’s
going to be a king, but here, he’s just doing what his father sent him to do.

Agin, he’s just some Benjaminite. The smallest tribe. While his family seems well off,
they’re not even the most prominent family within their tribe.

Saul has no ambition of being a King. Israel has never even had a king at this point!



Illustration - George Washington

It’s kind of like how I doubt George Washington grew up with aspirations of being
president.

Because he grew up in a time when the presidency wasn’t a thing.

Saul has no aspiration of being the leader of Israel.

So Saul is with one of his servants looking for the donkeys and they have wandered into
this small town: Zuph. Still no donkeys. But they’ve been gone for awhile and Saul starts
to worry that his father is going to start to worry.

But the servant of Saul makes a suggestion.

Verse 6:

6 But he said to him, “Behold, there is a man of God in this city, and he is a man
who is held in honor; all that he says comes true. So now let us go there. Perhaps
he can tell us the way we should go.”

The servant refers to “a man of God” in that city. The man of God is the Prophet
Samuel.

Samuel is essentially a leader over Israel. He’s not a king. But he’s known throughout
the land.

For instance, 1 Samuel 3:20 says:

20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a
prophet of the Lord.

Back in our passage. So it’s not Saul that has the idea to see Samuel. It’s his servant
who has the idea. The servant knows and Saul doesn’t.

And this is the future king of Israel!

So Saul’s servant suggests Saul seek out Samuel.

To find some donkeys.

Saul responds. He’s uncertain.

7 Then Saul said to his servant, “But if we go, what can we bring the man? For
the bread in our sacks is gone, and there is no present to bring to the man of
God. What do we have”

Culturally, he feels like he needs to have some sort of gift to present before a prophet.



His servant happens to have some silver on him in verse 8. And so the two men go in
pursuit on Samuel.

After a quick note on how they needed to have a gift, we see in verses 11-12, their
journey is interrupted by a group of women.

Saul and his servant are looking for Samuel. And the women tell Saul and his servant
that Samuel has just returned to the city.

11 As they went up the hill to the city, they met young women coming out to draw
water and said to them, “Is the seer here?” 12 They answered, “He is; behold, he is
just ahead of you. Hurry. He has come just now to the city, because the people
have a sacrifice today on the high place.

So the women tell Saul and his servant to hurry because Samuel has to perform a
sacrifice that day.

13 As soon as you enter the city you will find him, before he goes up to the high
place to eat. For the people will not eat till he comes, since he must bless the
sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat. Now go up, for you will meet
him immediately.”

So the women are talking about this feast. Unknown to the women, unknown to Saul,
but the feast is for him.

Verse 14:

14 So they went up to the city. As they were entering the city, they saw Samuel
coming out toward them on his way up to the high place.

That leads us to our second scene.

Second scene: Saul meets the Prophet Samuel

So Saul is just minding his own business, trying to find some donkeys.

What he didn’t know is that Samuel had had a vision the day before that will change
Saul’s life.

Beginning in verse 15:

15 Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed to Samuel: 16 “Tomorrow
about this time I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall
anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the
hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my people, because their cry has come to



me.”

The ESV uses the word prince. Different translations use different words there. Prince.
Some translations say leader. Captain.

What this word specifically isn’t is “king.” In fact, that word is found nowhere in this
passage. Pointing out that God is the true king2.

Providence

In this passage, we see the providential hand of God.

The Lord is going to bring the future king before Samuel.

Providence can be a complicated thing. Some could look at all of life as just a random
series of events, with nothing being connected.

In the Bible, we see numerous stories, where God’s guiding hand of providence is
leading. We see it in the story of Joseph as the Lord takes a man who was betrayed by
his own brothers and uses Joseph to end up saving Israel and saving his brother Judah,
from whose line Jesus would come into the world.

We see providence in the Book of Ruth when a young women who’s a widow and has
nothing moves away from her homeland and goes to Bethlehem. And it is there that a
relative of her deceased husband, a man named Boaz marries Ruth and they have a
Son who was the grandfather of King David.

You have these series of events where the end result would not have happened had
one thing been changed. The razor’s edge.

We see the providential hand of God working throughout the Old Testament, throughout
the history of Israel, throughout the lives of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, all the way to
David, all the way to Joseph and Mary through whom Jesus came into the world.

God providentially working.

We see the providence of God throughout Paul’s missionary journeys. Successes but
also times of major setbacks. Arrests, beatings, places he couldn't travel to. But all of it
was for a purpose as the work of God was advancing in the world.

Those events are not random. The Lord is working in the world. He is working in history.
He is working today, and he is working in our own lives.

2 Joyce G. Baldwin, 1 and 2 Samuel: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 8, Tyndale Old Testament
Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1988), 95–96.

https://ref.ly/logosres/totc08saus?ref=Bible.1Sa9.15-16&off=157&ctx=n%C4%81g%C3%AEd)+over+Israel.+~The+word+%E2%80%98king%E2%80%99+is+d


In the passage, Samuel is told that he will meet a Benjaminite whom he is to anoint.
Anointing was done for prophets, priests and kings in the Old Testament. In Genesis,
after the flood, as the dove brought back an olive branch, and as olive oil was used in
lighting the Menorah in the temple, the oil is a sign of the empowering of the Spirit of
God.

He will anoint Saul and Saul will save the people from the Philistines. And Saul does
that. But then he fails as a leader and the Philistines regroup and continue to afflict and
endanger Israel for generations.

Earlier in 1 Samuel, the Philistines defeated the Israelites in a battle and actually
confiscated Israel’s Ark of the Covenant.

It’s interesting that Samuel is this respected leader in Israel. And he knows who the
obscure Benjaminite named Saul is. But Saul doesn’t know who Samuel is.

In his day, Samuel is arguably the most revered Israelite leader since Moses.

17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told him, “Here is the man of whom I spoke to
you! He it is who shall restrain my people.”

Samuel sees the future king.

Verse 18, the future king sees Samuel.

18 Then Saul approached Samuel in the gate and said, “Tell me where is the house
of the seer?”

Saul walks up to the prophet Samuel and asks Samuel where he can go find Samuel.

He’s pretty important. He’s famous throughout all the land. And yet Saul still doesn’t
know who he is.

Third scene: Saul invited to eat with Samuel

19 Samuel answered Saul, “I am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for
today you shall eat with me, and in the morning I will let you go and will tell you
all that is on your mind.

While Saul doesn’t know who the seer, the prophet Samuel is, Samuel knows who Saul
is. Even through Saul is from this po-dunk tribe, Samuel knows who he is.



He tells Saul to rest, to eat with him. Saul has no idea how his life and the future of
Israel are about to change.

But what about the donkeys?

20 As for your donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not set your mind on
them, for they have been found. And for whom is all that is desirable in Israel? Is
it not for you and for all your father’s house?”

The idea being conveyed here is that Saul and his family, from the small tribe of
Benjamin, are going to fulfill Israel’s hopes for a king.

Saul is thinking, “I just wanted to find my donkeys.”

Samuel has hit Saul with an astounding declaration.

And so Saul responds with disbelief.

21 Saul answered, “Am I not a Benjaminite, from the least of the tribes of Israel?
And is not my clan the humblest of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why
then have you spoken to me in this way?

After Samuel tells this news to Saul, there’s a banquet. Back in verse 11, when Saul had
ran into the group of women who had mentioned the banquet, there’s no way he could
have had any idea he was going to be the guest of honor at that same meal.

Verse 22:

22 Then Samuel took Saul and his young man and brought them into the hall and
gave them a place at the head of those who had been invited, who were about
thirty persons.
And it’s all for Saul.
Verse 23:

23 And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion I gave you, of which I said to
you, ‘Put it aside.’ ” 24 So the cook took up the leg and what was on it and set
them before Saul. And Samuel said, “See, what was kept is set before you. Eat,



because it was kept for you until the hour appointed, that you might eat with the
guests.”

So the day before, Samuel had told the cook to set aside the best portion of the food for
the future king, even though they didn’t yet know who that person would be. That again
points to the providence and leading of the scene.

For Saul, he’s receiving the best portion - something he’s probably not used to in this
culture - for a meal that he had never planned on benign invited to!

It’s pretty crazy when you think about it.
Saul doesn’t actually even yet know that he’s been chosen to be the king!
Beginning in the second part of verse 24:

So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 25 And when they came down from the high
place into the city, a bed was spread for Saul on the roof, and he lay down to
sleep. 26 Then at the break of dawn Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Up, that I
may send you on your way.” So Saul arose, and both he and Samuel went out into
the street.

Saul is invited to sleep on the roof. It’s unusual by our standards but it would not have
been in this time and place. This practice still exists in certain places in the Middle East.

27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell
the servant to pass on before us, and when he has passed on, stop here yourself
for a while, that I may make known to you the word of God.”

He is being prepared. He doesn’t yet know that he will be a king. That comes in chapter
10.

But Saul is being pulled aside to be told the news of a lifetime.

Conclusion

All throughout this chapter, we see the providence of God at work.

Saul found out his calling while searching for some donkeys.

For other Biblical figures, Abraham had a divine encounter when near the entrance of a
tent. God spoke to Moses in a burning bush when he was tending to his sheep.

Another man named Saul, who we know better as the Apostle Paul was hunting down
Christians to persecute them and walking on the road to Damascus when Jesus
appeared to him.

Events so dramatic don’t happen all the time but God is no less at work.



The things we do, the people we are, the backgrounds we have, the things that happen,
all of it is for a purpose.

And we have an opportunity within those things to serve the Lord and to be part of his
story.

Saul had his chance and ultimately fell into sin. Instead of being an example of grace,
he became an example of how far we can fall.

The Israelites had demanded a king and told that it would go poorly for them. More
taxes, loss of land, everyone would be a subject. But they wanted a king nonetheless.

Perhaps you wonder why Saul failed if he was the man whom God chose?

Because Saul was a fallible man and fallible people will never be the world’s ultimate
hope. Even good kings in Israel still had their failings.

But a king would come who would be the ultimate savior of Israel and of the world. And
Saul points to that, and David will point to that. And all of the kings of Israel will point to
that.

The main character of this book is not Samuel, it’s not Saul, it’s not David. The main
character is God who despite the failures of the kings, remains the ultimate sovereign
over Israel who is leading his people and his kingdom.

That was true in the days of Saul. And it’s still true today.

God is the king. He is soverengly working.


