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Text
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.
2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will

be of no advantage to you. 3 I testify again to every man who accepts
circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. 4 You are
severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have
fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves
eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts

for anything, but only faith working through love.
7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8

This persuasion is not from him who calls you. 9 A little leaven
leavens the whole lump. 10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will
take no other view, and the one who is troubling you will bear the
penalty, whoever he is. 11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision,
why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross
has been removed. 12 I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate
themselves!
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your

freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another,
watch out that you are not consumed by one another.

Introduction
A great escape.



Sobibor was one of the notorious death camps run by the Nazis during the
Holocaust. It was the fourth deadliest camp with between 170,000-250,000
men, women, and children losing their lives.

The vast majority of prisoners who entered the camp were gassed within a
few hours of passing through the gates.

But a few prisoners were spared. Not because of benevolence or goodwill,
but to exploit them for slave labor in the operations of the camp.

But on the evening of October 14, 1943, a plan which had been in the
works for months was set in motion. Several of the guards had been
secretly killed off earlier in the day. And it was during the evening roll call
when a dash for freedom began.

A little over 300 prisoners made it outside the camp.

In an interview years later, a survivor named Kurt Thomas told his story.
After he and another prisoner had both run away from the camp, the man
commented that it had been a great run. Thomas said “I don’t run anymore.
I’m a free man.”

For prisoners who escaped, they still weren’t in the clear.

There were landmines outside the camp, the guards were shooting at
them, search parties would be sent out.

In another interview, a freed prisoner recalled his first moment outside the
camp, many years later. He said if he had died right then and there, that
would have been fine with him because he at least would have died a free
man.

Bridge
We’re continuing in our series in Galatians this morning.

Last week, we ended on chapter 5, verse 1. That’s where we’ll begin this
morning.



As Paul has talked about the conflict between grace and law in chapters 3
and 4, last week’s passage focused on the freedom which is found in Christ
and the slavery that the law brings.

Chapter 5 begins with the climactic statement:
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.

And in our passage, we’re going to be looking at freedom in Christ,
freedom from sin, and freedom from the law.

Thesis

The main idea of our passage is that for freedom, Christ has set us free.

With that, let’s jump into our passage.

1. Freedom in Christ
Verse 1:

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.
As we begin in our text, I have this question: what is freedom?

It can actually be a challenging question to answer. It’s a word we all know,
it’s a word we probably all use. We know it when we see it.

As Americans, we have a unique relationship with freedom. It’s ingrained
into our cultural psyche. It’s something we view as a human right.

The dictionary defines freedom as: “the power or right to act, speak, or think
as one wants without hindrance or restraint.”

Our passage talks about both freedom and its opposite, slavery. That which
does not enslave is freedom.

And the contrast between freedom and slavery matters. There are lots of
things we can be FREE to do, but which don’t bring freedom. And



whichever version of freedom we choose to pursue will carry with it its own
challenges.
In 1970, Janis Joplin, with the hit song “Me and Bobby McGee” sang
“Freedom is just another word for nothin’ left to lose.”

Ironically, Janis Joplin died of a heroin overdose a few days after recording
that song, and before the song was even released. It would go on to be her
only number one single.

Was that freedom?

For some, they can get caught up in living for worldly pursuits. Money,
success, some people want fame. Those things are not inherently bad. But
if they become the thing we value above all other things, they don’t become
a source of freedom. They become our source of slavery.

Many of us have probably known people in our lives who had tons of
money, but who were slaves to their work. So many of our celebrities who
struggle with addiction. Is that freedom? Is that the great life they thought
they’d find through their fame?

The things we pursue can enslave us.
Some take an almost opposite approach. Their idea of freedom is to be
free from responsibility, free from commitment, freedom from accountability.
Freedom from everything. But is that real freedom? The challenge with that
path is that it leads a person into a meaningless existence.

The freedom we pursue will have its own challenges.

When we think of freedom, certainly there’s civic or political freedom.

In the face of tyranny, there is the cost of freedom. There are few things
people will willingly die for. But freedom is one of them. For the last year in
Ukraine, you’ve seen people fighting to defend their homeland.

Throughout the history of mankind, we’ve seen countless examples of
people and armies, and nations who would rather die fighting for freedom
than live under tyranny.



In America, our freedom from tyranny is a luxury that we often take for
granted. For most of us, we simply get to enjoy the fruits of the labor of
those who have fought to ensure our freedoms. It’s what we’ve always
known.

But that is not the same life that most people throughout history have been
able to enjoy.

In other parts of the world, people who have fought for freedom might have
been free from one tyranny, but that didn’t mean they suddenly lived lives of
ease. And in nations that are unstable, freedom can be both hard fought
and short lived.
I return to the example of the prisoners who escaped Sobibor on that
October evening in 1943. Of the 323 men and women who escaped, about
half of them were killed in the surrounding forest by gunfire or landmines.

Another 150 were eventually hunted down and caught or died of other
causes during World War II. Only 58 people who escaped the camp were
ever confirmed to have survived the war. It was hard fought and risky, but it
was freedom.

In our country, there’s a phrase we’ll often hear around observance days
like Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day. Freedom isn’t free.

And that’s true with the gospel as well.

And that’ll bring us to our second point. And it comes as a result of our first
point. Freedom from sin.

2. Freedom from sin
Because the greatest tyrant that humanity faces is sin.

It is sin and lust for power which leads people to control and seek power
over others. It is by our sins that people commit unspeakable horrors upon
one another. And it is our own sin: our pride, our desire for control, our
weaknesses to temptation that is an ever present part of our lives.



We suffer scars from a fallen world, but we ourselves can also inflict pain.
We can have times where we act in ways towards others that are unloving.

For some, we can be manipulative and always trying to get our way. For
others, we struggle with various vices and addictions.
People can be emotionally abusive or domineering towards others.
We can make our love conditional and use people just for our benefit.
We choose to sin. Because at heart, we think that through our sin, we’ll find
life, and prosperity, and even our own ideas of freedom.
But Jesus brings true freedom.
For freedom, Christ has set us free.

He brings freedom from judgment for our sin, because he took on the
penalty of our sin.

2 Corinthians 5:21 says:

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.

As slaves to sin, Christ brings freedom because he paid the price for our
sin.

In Mark 10:45, Jesus said:

the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many.”

Freedom isn’t free.

Our sin was costly. Our sin enslaves. But Jesus brings a true freedom.

When you believe in Jesus, and in his gospel, you’re believing that he died
a death in your place, for the forgiveness of our sin.

Jesus became a slave so that can become free.

Philippians 2:6-8. Quoting here from the NLT:



6Though he was God,
he did not think of equality with God
as something to cling to.

7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges;
he took the humble position of a slave
and was born as a human being.

When he appeared in human form,
8he humbled himself in obedience to God
and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

Jesus can redeem because he paid the price.
He can bring freedom, because he became a slave.
He can forgive sin, because he was without sin.

And through the gospel, you can have freedom through Christ, because for
freedom, Christ has set us free.

We come to our third point.

3. Freedom from the law
There are two kinds of freedom Jesus brings. Freedom from sin, and
freedom from the law.

That’s not to say that Jesus promotes lawlessness. But that the law of the
Old Testament has been fulfilled in Christ. In Galatia, they had tried to add
the law onto the gospel and that became it’s own form of tyranny.

So far, I’ve talked about different things we can look to in order to find
freedom, and how those things can just as easily bring slavery.

The church itself can ultimately bring slavery when it gets out of step with
the truth of the gospel.

For freedom Christ has set us free.

The rest of verse 1:
stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.



It’s the imagery of a yoke that would be around the neck of an ox. Paul is
saying don’t take that yoke off just to put another one on to a different
slavery. Don’t just exchange one slavery for another.

The Old Testament law enslaves because it puts a person into toil and an
impossible task of trying to earn something you can’t earn. As I’ve said
numerous times, the purpose of the law was never to save.

In the Galatian churches, that’s what people were trying to hang their hats
on as proof of their relationship with God. They followed the rules.
But it became this rigid system. In the gospels, you see Jesus having
numerous run-ins with the Pharisees where it wasn’t even simply about the
law of the Old Testament anymore. It became rules on top of rules on top of
rules.

That’s not freedom.

You cannot perfect a person through rules.

Our inability to follow the law
Looking at our passages, verses 2-3, that’s one example which Paul gives.
He points to adherence to the Old Testament.

2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will
be of no advantage to you. 3 I testify again to every man who accepts
circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law.

And we’ve talked a lot about the law in our study of Galatians. He gives the
example of circumcision. That was one of the points of the law to which its
advocates held.

Circumcised or not, that was not going to bring you any closer to Christ. It
had been given to Abraham as a covenant sign, but Jesus had ushered in
a new covenant.

And so the point that Paul is making is that if you want to try to rely on the
law, you can’t just pick and choose a few examples. If you truly want to



trust in your adherence to the law, then you need to follow it all. You’re
obligated to keep the whole law.

Because it’s a law given by a holy God. And he doesn’t grade on a scale
where we just need to tip the balance in our favor. The standard of a holy
God is holiness.

The problem is that we are not holy and perfect.

The good news of the gospel is that Jesus is holy and righteous and he
perfectly followed the law that we cannot follow and that he brought grace
and forgiveness to all who believe in him.

But when we try to live up to law, the problem is that it distracts us from the
truth of God’s grace.

The law distracts
Continuing in our passage. Verses 4:

4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law;
you have fallen away from grace.

Paul is saying that the Galatian Christians, and they were Christians, that
matters to Paul’s entire argument. He’s not writing this letter to evangelize
unbelievers. He’s writing Galatians to point people who have responded in
faith to the gospel back to their faith.

When Paul says you have fallen away from grace, is he saying that they
have lost their salvation?

Some have taken it that way. But it would contradict the rest of the letter to
the Galatians and go against Paul’s overall message. It’s the only time in
the Bible that the phrase fallen away from grace is used.



The idea here of a fall from grace is not saying that someone was saved by
grace, but no longer is. But it’s living under a slavery to a law which is
distracting a person from the freedom which is in Christ while also living in
a way that undermines the gospel of grace. Because in verse 5, Paul
reminds the Galatians of what the gospel is.

5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the
hope of righteousness.

You cannot get that by a law or by obedience.

It’s through the Spirit, and by faith.

It’s because we have the Spirit that we are enabled to have faith. And it’s
because we have the Spirit, that someone who is a true born again believer
in the gospel cannot lose their salvation.

we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.

We wait for the hope of righteousness, we don’t work for the hope of
righteousness1.

Verse 6:

6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts
for anything, but only faith working through love.

Lord willing, we’ll have more to say on this idea next week.

Bur for now, I’ll reiterate the idea that there is no law you can follow which
saves. And when people want to impose laws as though they can save
you, that enslaves.

False teachings enslave
In Galatia, the church had been infiltrated by a message which was not the
gospel.

1 James Montgomery Boice, “Galatians,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Romans through Galatians, ed.
Frank E. Gaebelein, vol. 10 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1976), 488–489.

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc10?ref=Bible.Ga5.5&off=1032&ctx=different+approach.+~Next%2c+the+Christian+


Verse 7:

You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?

It’s a rhetorical question. They were hindered by those who had sought to
add law onto the gospel.

Verses 8-9:

8 This persuasion is not from him who calls you. 9 A little leaven
leavens the whole lump.

This is not from the Lord. This is not the gospel.

When Paul says a little leaven leavens the whole lump, he’s using an
illustration from baking. Grant Osborne says “a little yeast works through
the whole batch of dough2.”

It doesn’t take much yeast to work through the whole batch. And the false
teachings that have impacted these churches will work its way through the
entire church. That it spreads.

There are lots of things we can turn to that can ultimately enslave us. And
as I said, even religion can do that too.

The gospel is a message of grace and freedom. This is not been to be an
exhaustive list, but here are some warning signs today of a church which is
at risk of bringing slavery over freedom.

Warning signs
First, if the leadership is authoritarian, that’s a warning sign. If you have a
pastor - or leaders in general - who are not accessible or accountable, it’s
creating the conditions for problems. Other signs of authoritarian leaders: a
leader who never admits that he or she is wrong, lacks compassion and
empathy for others, and is strong-willed to get his or her way.

2 Grant R. Osborne, Galatians: Verse by Verse, Osborne New Testament Commentaries (Bellingham, WA: Lexham
Press, 2017), 169.

https://ref.ly/logosres/vbv69ga?ref=Bible.Ga5.7-9&off=3945&ctx=latian+Christians.+%E2%80%9C~A+little+yeast+works


If all of the power in the church is effectively given to one person, that’s also
a sign of authoritarian leadership. The biggest problem with that leadership
style is that it’s not Biblical.

There have been some high profile instances of megachurch pastors being
forced out because of abusive leadership. But those are just the examples
we hear about. It can happen in a church of any size.

An abusive pastor can do tremendous damage. They can hinder rather
than help someone’s walk with Christ. They can sour a person on the
church.

But the issue isn’t ultimately THE CHURCH. It always comes back to
people, and sin, and adding to the gospel, which brings slavery.

Secondly, secrecy is a warning sign. We don’t have levels of access at this
church. The deacon board meetings we always announce. Those are
public. Anyone can go.

The budget is public, anyone can see it. The church gets to vote on it.

Some churches, people have no idea how that stuff is working. And when
churches do that, it can be a symptom of a bigger issue with authority.

Because there’s no reason why that stuff needs to be secret.

Again, I’m not saying it’s always because a church is deliberately doing
something inappropriate. But it allows for those conditions.

Third warning sign of a church that is bringing slavery over freedom. If
every issue becomes a gospel issue, it becomes its own form of intellectual
tyranny.

Some issues are gospel issues. That’s what we see in Galatians. In
Galatians, the gospel itself was being undermined. The way in which we
can be forgiven by Christ was being undermined. That was a
non-negotiable.



But if you make everything non-negotiable, you basically crush
independent thought, you crush honest conversations, and questions. It’s
seeking blind compliance.

Fourth, if the church calls your salvation into question if you leave it for
another church, that’s a warning sign. Because it’s elevating their church to
have influence over your salvation. We’re saved by faith in Christ.

If you’re a follower of Christ, it is important to be part of a church. The New
Testament is clear on that. And I’ve before made the commentary that our
culture is way too quick to leave good churches for reasons which are not
rooted in theology, but which are rooted in personal preferences.
But sometimes there can be legitimate grounds to leave.

Some churches won’t even allow members to attend another church.

Fifth, if you can’t ask honest questions or if you’re afraid to express doubts.
Sometimes we go through a spiritual crisis where we’re really struggling. A
church needs to be a place where a person can have the comfort to be
open and honest about that. Without fear. A church needs to be a place
where you can talk about your struggles.

The Bible does tell us to bear one another’s burdens. Not to be forced into
hiding.

And while I’m on the subject, I can tell you this. If any of you ever
come to me and you’re going through a spiritual struggle or crisis, I can
promise you I will not recoil in shock. I’d rather know that a person is going
through something than they feel like they need to be stoic and put up a
facade that everything is fine if it’s not.

I never ever assume that everyone here on any given Sunday is even
a Christian. That’s why every single week, I preach the gospel and proclaim
the good news of Jesus Christ.

Sixth warning sign, if a church makes you feel guilty and like you’re never
doing enough, or they’re adding things to the gospel and tying them to
salvation.



If people are led to believe that anyone besides Jesus is their savior, and
anything besides the gospel is the means by which they are saved, then it’s
a church that has added law onto the gospel.

That’s not to say that pointing out what the Bible calls Christians to do
is legalism or slavery. But when we act like doing certain things in addition
to the gospel is contributing to our salvation, we have added works to
grace.

This church is not a perfect church. But we do try to hold to what the Bible
teaches, to be faithful to to the Word, the preaching of the gospel, and
growing in faith as imperfect people who have a perfect savior.

It’s a heavy subject.

Originally, I was going to preach this entire passage, but I got to this part
and it just seemed like a good place to wind it down.

Conclusion

I’ll close with this.

In the beginning of our time, I asked how you define freedom.

True freedom is living in the freedom that only Jesus can give.

Jesus brings freedom from the law. Freedom from trying to earn God, living
like our good deeds are some sort of lease to own arrangement. Paying it
off a little at a time until finally we’ve done enough to earn heaven.

Jesus has brought freedom from the law.

But he has not brought lawlessness. That’s not freedom. It’s anarchy.

Because Jesus brings freedom from the law, but he has also come to bring
freedom from sin.



Jesus brings freedom from sin, but the point is not so that we can feel like
we should have the freedom to sin.

Because for freedom, Christ has set us free.

But our sin also enslaves us. Jesus frees us from the penalty of our sin on
the cross.

But he has also come to bring areas from the areas of sin in our lives.

How do we do that?

By knowing that Jesus has already paid the price and that there is grace.
That no sin we commit is too great for Jesus to forgive.

By knowing that there is hope. That Jesus has redeemed and is bringing
redemption to his creation and to the lives of his people. And that he is also
bringing victory in areas of sin.

By knowing that there is power. Jesus did not leave us without the means
to overcome. That the person who truly believes in the gospel is born again
through the Holy Spirit and the Spirit is at work, sanctifying and
transforming us from one degree of glory to the next.

By knowing Jesus, who is the good shepherd who leads his sheep, who
calls us his friend, who allows us to be sons and daughters of God. And
walking with him in life. By knowing him and his word, by praying to him.
Not just to check a box so we can get on with the rest of our day.

It’s amazing how hanging out with a couple of friends can impact us.
How we talk, what we think about. Living for Jesus impacts where our heart
and mind are. And the more we walk with Jesus, the more we value the
things Jesus values, the more we have a love and desire for holiness. The
more that old areas of sin in our lives can become less enticing.

By knowing that as we overcome slavery to sin, some areas are harder
than others. Some areas are bigger struggles than others.

By knowing that for freedom, Christ has set us free.


